Huron County Humane Society Fostering FAQ

Program Overview
The foster program is designed to provide tempdnaryies for potentially adoptable animals that are,
for various reasons, not immediately ready to gthenHCHS adoption floor. Foster volunteers open
their homes to animals that are too young to beiwated, or have some other temporary condition
that benefits from care outside the shelter enwviremt. Some potentially adoptable rescue animals are
offered space in foster homes where they receive @itbention and socialization while their case and
custody is worked out in court. The humane sodgegiways in need of more foster homes.

Benefits

Foster kittens and puppies tend to be more soetbnd healthy compared with their unfostered peers
when they are returned to the shelter for adopttwst of the animals entering foster care would be
euthanized if foster homes were not available. Aémneturning from the foster program constitute
more than 17% of the adopted HCHS animals; thefgsbgram provides a steady stream of year-
round healthy kittens available for adoption to gbomes.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Can | foster if | work full time?

A: Yes. Most of our foster parents work full timeotymay need to foster only animals that are eating
on their own or litters with moms if you are gowe Yery long hours. We have great need for foster
homes that will take litters with moms as well asKittens and puppies eating on their own.

Q: How often do | need to feed and care for theeioghimals in my home?
A: It depends on their age and if they have a moemneld a general guide:

* Adult cat, no kittens: check and care for her exiyhours.

» Kittens with moms: check and care for them everydars.

* Adult dog or Puppies with mom: check and care lient every 9 hours.

» Kittens or puppies > 4 wks old, w/o moms, abledaban their own: check and care for them
every 8-9 hrs.

» Kittens or puppies 3- 4 weeks old, without momge @b eat some on their own, require
supplemental bottle feedings: check and care famthvery 6-8 hours.

» Kittens or puppies < 3 wks old, w/o moms, requin&lb-feeding: check and care for them
every 4-6 hrs.

Q: Will it cost me money to foster?

A: A little bit. The shelter will provide suppliesthey have extra. You should buy non-tip food bewl
and a litter box, litter scoop, litter (if fostegrielines). This will run about $20. You may hawebtly

food and litter if the shelter doesn’t have angpare. You may be able to borrow animal carriets an
cages from the shelter. You should buy at leastoaty gate. We hope to have the funds some day to
have all supplies and food provided, but for ndveré are small out-of-pocket costs to fostering.

Q: Will I end up adopting my foster animals?

A: Hopefully not. It does happen, but ideally, wentvaur foster homes to be just that — temporary
foster homes. We want you to foster multiple tiriege our greatest need is for reliable, trainetieio
homes. The Humane Society has an excellent adegti@ening program, so you can have confidence
that your foster animals will go to a good home wigeu return them.



Q: How much time does it take to foster?

A: It depends on what you are fostering. For evesyefr case, you will need to make at least three
trips to the shelter: one to pick up the animal§sg to have the animal(s) vaccinated, and andriper
to return the animal(s) to the adoption floor. Eosthores and animal socialization will take 20
minutes to an hour a day, depending if you areefosy dogs, kittens, etc., and how large of arlitte
you have.

Q: Can | pick the animals | want to foster?

A: Yes and No. You can choose to foster only puppiemly adult cats with kittens, etc. But, you
cannot pick animals from the shelter holding afidee shelter staff and foster coordinator will ch@os
animals based on health, temperament, breed, resatus and foster home availability. The foster
coordinator sends out a list of animals needintgfosare on a regular basis. If you see an animal
posted that you think is a good match for you, gontact the foster coordinator to let her know you
are interested. She will match all homes with atsma

Q: Can | take foster animals to other peoples’ hgrteeschool, etc?

A: Generally, no. Unvaccinated foster puppies attérks may not leave the foster home (e.g.

no walks in the park, visits to school, work, ediofd must be kept completely separate (no nosege-no
contact) as much as possible from permanent aniofdtee same species in the foster home. Puppies
under 8 weeks of age do not need to potty out¥ida.may potty older puppies in your yard,
preferably an area your dogs cannot reach. Fosterats over 6 months of age that have received
their full series of vaccines may leave the hont laatreated like any other animal in your home.

Q: Where should I put foster animals while theyiareny home?

A: You must confine them. Everyone’s home has aubfit set up, but the home must have a spare
room (bathrooms and basements are ok) dedicatbe foster animals during their stay. Remember
no nose-to-nose contact between foster kittiesyand cats or foster pooches and your dogs. This is
especially important for the first 2 weeks they iargour home in case they are carrying a disdaae t
doesn’t show itself until after they are placedaster care.

Q: Why do my animals need to be vaccinated if tleeioanimals are kept separate?

A: This requirement is primarily for the safety @iy own animal(s). Foster animals come from the
street and unknown conditions. They may break géifious diseases after they are placed in foster
care. The shelter will not be able to treat or dargzour permanent animal should he/ she beconte si
from a foster animal. All felines and canines ia ttome must receive annual vaccinations if you want
to foster.

Q: My vet says my cats only need to be vaccinatedyethree years because they are indoor cats.
Why do you require annual vaccinations?

A: Tell your vet you plan to foster animals with mokvn medical history. Most vets will then treat
your cat the same as they would if your cat wetd@ors and was exposed to more germs. If your vet
refuses or your cat has vaccine reactions, youlmagpproved to foster canines, but not felines.

Q: How do I sign up?
A: Complete and return a foster application. Théeiosoordinator will then review your application
and contact you to review your application.

Q: What else will be expected of me?

A: Foster homes must follow the instructions ofghelter vet, make and keep appointments for check
ups, vaccinations and return of foster animalsn8pene playing with and socializing your foster
animals. Have an adult in charge of the animal,atieough children are welcome to help, especially
with the socialization. Contact the foster coorttmaf you have any questions or concerns.



